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“Nowhere else will you find a more beautiful harmony between
the water, the sky, the mountains, and the land”
Honoré de Balzac
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Oh Time, suspend your flight, and you, favourable hours,
Suspend your flow!
Let us savour the furtive delights
Of these most beautiful days!"
Alphonse de Lamartine
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A HAVEN OF PEACE
The château was reconceived to make it into a haven of peace, a refuge in the
country of romanticism. As such, each of the seven guest rooms was designed
to be an invitation to a journey.

“Terraces, with a superb view. We took an old staircase down to the ancient terrace garden,
which hangs over the lake. The lake was just so beautiful and so calm. The reflection of the
mountains was so intense that it practically seemed like they extended into the lake itself.”
Queen Victoria

The château is also open to the business world (for seminars, conferences,
etc.). It offers wifi access and a video-conferencing room.
Make sure to linger in our library and view the 47 portrait photographs of our
greatest actors, there in their theatre boxes, with their handwritten definition
in answer to the question: “for you, what is a theatre box?”. In the grand salon,
Lamartine will keep you company with one of his very rare drawings of
Hautecombe Abbey, our neighbour. In the hall leading to the guest rooms,
you’ll find the photo dedicated by Queen Victoria and a painting of the
château by J. Poignant.
The terrace enjoys southern exposure and opens onto the lake, onto the
Granier – the gateway to the Chartreuse mountains – and as a backdrop, just
like a postcard, the magnificent Belledonne mountains and their year-round
snowy peaks. Here you can enjoy breakfast or simply a cocktail with friends.
It’s a fabulous spectacle on permanent display.
Around the château, a small vineyard has been planted with the emblematic
Combe de Savoie grapevines, vinified according to the Champagne method.
This wine is available on the menu under the appelation “Les Amants du Lac”,
or “Lovers of the Lake”. Our cellar is perfect for tasting our marvelous wines,
especially the Arc Alpin, chosen by Michel Grisard.
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Don’t hesitate to ask for our advice! Our team can propose special,
customized and unique themed stays, like a tour of the vineyard on electric
bicycle, a picnic and night out on the lake, exploration of Mont Blanc, hiring
paddleboats...
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tional. Après des premiers travaux menés par l’avocat chambérien Antoine Métral en 1810,
le château doit sa restauration définitive à Joseph Giraud et Pellegrini architecte des Thermes, du Casino Grand Cercle et de plusieurs hôtels d’Aix-les-Bains dans les années 1850 et 1860. Il est acquis
dans les années 1870 par la famille Gigot de Villefaigne, famille émigrée en Russie dont plusieurs reA LONG HISTORY
présentants furent joailliers des Tsars.
The château was built in the 11th century on the ruins of a Roman castrum.
to the writer Albanis de Beaumont, it is one of the oldest of Savoy.
Ce château est connu dans laAccording
littérature:
Owned by the Seyssel family from 1263, it was bequeathed to the Jesuits of
retour ind'Italie
Montaigne y signale à son Chambéry
1671, who quickly ceded it to Claude Antoine Sallier de la
e
Tour de Cordon,
first President of the Court of Accounts. His descendents
au XVI s. une fabrique d'armes.
George
maintained ownership until the Revolution. The property was damaged, so it
Sand le choisit pour cadre de
sonas aroman
was sold
property of the state.

The château in 1816 by Prosper Dunant (1790-1878)

Le château en 1816 par Prosper Dunant (1790 - 1878)
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Mademoiselle la Quintinie et le rebaptise
After the first reconstruction work conducted in 1810 by the lawyer and writer
Turdy en 1861.
Antoine Métral from Chambéry, the château owes its definitive restoration
to Joseph
Girod ;and
« Tu connais ce beau pays de
Savoie
jePellegrini, architect of the Thermal Spas, the Grand
Cercle Casino and several hotels in Aix-les-Bains in the 1850s and 1860s. It
ne sais pas si tu te rappelles was
cette
localité,
acquired
in the 1870s by Baron Gigot de Villefaigne, who emigrated to
St.
Petersburg
to become
tout ce rivage du lac du côté qui ferme
à one of the jewelers of Tsar Nicholas the 2nd.
pic la muraille dentelée appelée
la chaîne
This château
is famous in literature: Montaigne described an arms
manufacturer
here on his way back from Italy in the 16th century. Honoré de
des Monts du Chat (...). Arrivés
à Turdy
Balzac also stayed in Aix-les-Bains and provided readers with a romantic and
[Bourdeau], nous nous sommes
trouvés
very detailed
description of Lake Bourget in his novel, La Peau de Chagrin
(The
Magic
Skin),
tout d'un coup sur la terrasse formée parinle1831. Meanwhile, George Sand chose the lake as the
setting for her novel Mademoiselle la Quintinie and she renamed it Lake
vaste sommet du massif carré
Turdy indu
1861.vieux
château. De là, on domine tout le lac, long,
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At the end of the 19th century, Queen Victoria visited the owners several
times. In her personal diary, she described, “Terraces, with a superb view. We
took an old staircase down to the ancient terrace garden, which hangs over
the lake. The lake was just so beautiful and so calm. The reflection of the
mountains was so intense that it practically seemed like they extended into
the lake itself.”

“You miss a single being and the whole world is barren.”
Alphonse de Lamartine

IN THE FOOTSEPS OF LAMARTINE
Alphonse de Lamartine is the historic figure who impressed his talent and
his destiny over the whole region of the lake, giving it the uncontested title of
capital of the French Romantic movement.
In 1816, while he was staying in Aix-les-Bains, the poet met Julie Charles.
The beach at Bourdeau and the natural grotto that hangs over it are ideal spots
for a romantic tryst, and such was the case for the couple until Julie’s death
in December, 1817. The poet was profoundly moved by this tragic loss which
inspired, in part, the collection Poetic Meditations (1820). Taking inspiration
from the natural sensibility emanating from the lake and its surroundings, he
also penned his most beautiful poems (including the Lake in 1820) and his
novel Raphaël (1849).
One of the places he loved to wander around was the grotto in Bourdeau. Heading
toward the cove and the little port, take the little path and go down the steps.
It will lead you to a small pebble beach, and it is here that you’ll find the grotto.
Lamartine let his gaze wander freely and his imagine take flight toward the
waves lapping Lake Bourget.
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GUEST ROOMS
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LA SUITE DU pêcheur
Suite of 60 m², accessible to guests with reduced mobility
You are alone on the edge of the lake, watching the swans. Your only visitors
are the beavers which sometimes come to greet you. Everything is perfect for
you to relax and rediscover the essentials of life.
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LA SUITE DU pêcheur
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TRAPPEUR
Guest room of 32 m²
In the midst of the animals which inhabit the surroundings, you can take your
morning shower with your feet in the lake, whilst dreaming of diving in from
your room.
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RIVIERA
Guest room of 30 m²
Rediscover the ambience, irreverence and style of the Belle Époque, the
Roaring Twenties when Aix-les-Bains was the Riviera of the Alps and a
beacon for the world’s elite. A swim on the Lido before joining your friends
at the Grand Casino!
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Lamartine
Guest room of 47 m²
Overlooking the Lamartine Grotto where Julie and the poet met and loved,
the room embodies romance and sublime love. The view over the lake and
the extracts from their letters displayed on the walls will act like a magic spell
to instil you with their passion.

22

23

Princes et Princesses
Adjoining rooms children (29 m²) and parents (35 m²)
Share a magic and unforgettable moment with your children. Each one has
their own room with its own ambience. The children will have their own
chateau with its games and secrets to explore…
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Princes et Princesses
Adjoining rooms children (29 m²) and parents (35 m²)
...while the parents are housed in an African lodge where family tenderness
can flow unhindered.
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Traverse
Guest room of 55 m²
Two windows open onto the largest natural lake in France. How could you
not imagine setting sail one day to explore the world?
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Klimt
Guest room of 48 m² with south-facing balcony
The honeymoon suite gives rise to love and passion. The balcony with its view
over the Belledonne Mountains and the massif of Chartreuse, the Jacuzzi
for two, the circular bed – everything has been designed for passionate love
watched over by the painting by Klimt.
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THE GOURMET
RESTAURANT
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LE CHAT QUI NAGE
(THE SWIMMING CAT)

A mountain towers right behind the château, and its summit tops off at almost 1,400m
in height. This is the Cat’s Tooth. A source of numerous legends, the mischievous
and fanciful feline has lent its name to our gourmet restaurant and a new soul to the
cuisine created here by Chef Siôn Evans.
He is a Welshman with great curiosity for the mysteries of life. Immersing himself in
the various countries he has wandered through, living according to the rhythms of
their denizens, he is especially passionate for local produce and specialties. An adept
of the slow food approach, Siôn Evans believes in thinking about food differently, in
seeking out the spirit, or the “soul” of the products and employing pure and simple
cooking techniques.
In this new restaurant, influences and techniques are varied ( Japanese, Italian,
vegetarian, smoking), but always with a common denominator: pleasure and respect
for local ingredients. Of course, fish caught in the lake are featured on the menu,
but there are also meats, not to mention the vegetables and aromatic herbs from
the house vegetable garden. Take note: we feature vegetarian and vegan menus and
prominent gluten free choices and preparations.
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Whether for lunch (weekends only) or dinner (every evening except Mondays and
Tuesdays), Delphine and Siôn Evans welcome you to enjoy a moment of pure delight,
where spiritual and culinary delights combine for a magical moment facing the lake.
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THE WINE-TASTING CELLAR
Michel Grisard always believed that Savoie had immense
potential for producing great wines. After the creation
in 1983 of the Domaine Prieuré Saint Christophe and
the goal of “making great wines with the Mondeuse”,
the vintner of Savoy joined in 1998 to rehabilitate the
overgrown Cevins hillside (Domaine des Ardoisières).
The rehabilitation of the Château de Bourdeau is in the
same spirit: start from the very fine potential that had
fallen into disuse in order then to create a true jewel.
Here, the vineyard is in the shape of an amphitheatre, and it is planted with
varieties like the Altesse, the Cacaboué, the Chasselas, the Gringet, the
Jacquère, Mondeuse Blanche and the Roussane. This plot is the cradle of a very
fine wine, produced in the traditional way under the name “Les Amants du lac”,
or “the Lovers of the Lake”. This sparkling wine is from a very special, unique
vintage offered on the wine list of the Chat qui Nage restaurant and also in the
wine-tasting cellar.
Starting in October, 2016, we will also share with guests a selection of
exceptional wines, particularly the Arc Alpin. A special place of honour is
dedicated to the wines of Savoie, but also from Slovenia to the Mediterranean,
for a palette of unique wines, all of which have in common the fact that they
were born in a valley of this large, beautiful region of the Alps.
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This exceptional cellar, the perfect place for tasting wine and sharing
unforgettable moments, will be laid out around a beautiful period hearth.
Here you’ll be able to plan “customised" events, themed evenings including
tasting (with an oenologist), buffet meals, and events showcasing the regional
specialities of the Alps.
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FIND OUT MORE
The Château de Bourdeau and its surroundings are ideal for enjoying a variety of
activities that are invigorating and create the perfect conditions for a return to the things
that are essential for a life worth living. Cultural and sports activities, opportunities for
relaxation and meditation…there is something for everyone to nourish the mind and
the body...
AT THE château AND NEARBY
• Film premieres, cooking lessons, fashion shows, naturotherapy and wellness classes
(relaxation, meditation), massages, stays organised around a particular theme...
• Vineyard tour (by electric bicycle or period car) wine-tasting with a specialist, à la
carte soirées...
• Lake tours by boat (hire with permit) or excursions (of the Savières canal to the
Rhône), nautical safari (discovery of the flora and fauna reserves, maybe even
beaver sightings!), lakeside picnic...
HAUTECOMBE ABBEY

A 12th century Cistercian Abbey, Hautecombe houses the necropolis of the Princes
of Savoy. With its gothic architecture, the building overlooks the lake, and it is one
of the most visited sites in Savoy Mont Blanc. The inside of the abbey chapel is pure
troubadour gothic style, offering the visitor a profuse vision of paintings, bas-reliefs,
frescoes, and statues, including a magnificent Pietà by Benoît Cacciatori (1830).
LAKE BOURGET

40

France’s largest natural lake is 18 km long and offers many nautical and lakeside
leisure activities. There is a shimmering and romantic shoreline in Aix-les-Bains, and
on the other side, from Bourget-du-Lac, the rugged banks jut up against the forested
mountains of Dent du Chat, the Cat’s Tooth. In the North, along the Savières Canal,
visit the hills and poplar groves of Chautagne. On the south side, you’ll be enchanted
by Bourget-du-Lac and Chambéry, a city of Art and History.
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OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Cycling and mountain biking can be enjoyed throughout the area, including biking around the
lake, over many easy paths in Chautagne, the greenway that connects Bourget-du-Lac to Chambéry,
where there are lots of hills with lovely vistas, and more than 180 km of mountain biking trails on
the Revard plateau.
In Aix-les-Bains, you’ll find the oldest 18-hole golf course in Savoy. Near the lake, there are two
accrobranche sites, one in Motz and another on the Savoie Grand Revard estate, to let enthusiasts
safely move from one tree to the next. For even more adventurous visitors, you can try paragliding
at places like Col du Sapenay, Mount Revard, the Sire, or the Chat (Cat Mountain).
If you’re traveling with children, head for Mottets Beach (Lake Bourget), with a reed bed observation
post, a guarded beach, a skate park, games…
WALKING AND HIKING
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Whether you wish to take a guided tour to discover Aix-les-Bains or Chambéry or you’re looking
for a grand walking tour, the shores of Lake Bourget have lots to offer. The regional nature park of
Massif des Bauges, just 25 minutes away from the lake, has many opportunities for walking tours
and hikes, including to the Revard Belvedere or the Nivolet Cross.

As you head off toward Chautagne, you’ll cross the GR® 65, on the Santiago de Compostella
pilgrimage trail, with beautiful views of the Jura. South of the lake, the Dent du Chat (Cat’s Tooth)
and the Molard Noir are also very beloved. As you move on toward Chambéry, you’ll find lots of
opportunities for walks from town, including one that will take you along the traces of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau. Between Chambéry and Grenoble, the Chartreuse mountains, with its entrance at
Mount Granier, is a very spiritual place for walks in nature. You can follow the traces of the Order
of the Chartreux, a contemplative order that devotes itself essentially to prayer and meditation, and
their monastery, located at Saint-Pierre-de-Chartreuse.
VISTAS AND PANORAMAS

•M
 ont Revard, its belvedere, at 1'562 m. Most recently, a glass pontoon lets adventurers enjoy the
exciting experience of “standing in the void”.
•C
 hambotte belvedere, above Chindrieux, offers a plunging panorama out onto Lake Bourget,
Hautecombe Abbey, the Savières Canal, Aix-les-Bains and the Chambéry valley.
•H
 ike up Dent du Chat (Cat’s Tooth) starting from Col du Chat. This is an enjoyable walk,
mostly through forest.
•G
 rand Colombier, just outside Chautagne, is the highest summit in the southern Jura (1'534m).
You’ll marvel at views over Haut Rhône, Chautagne, the Savières Canal and Lake Bourget.
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aix-les-bains
Aix-les-Bains was built on thermal baths, as you can see by its Roman ruins, its palaces, and
its Belle Epoque villas, with Art Deco thermal spas, and romantic gardens. It is famous for its
thermal treatments and spa hotels.
THE FAURE MUSEUM

This intimate museum is symbolic of the refinement of the city in the golden age of thermal spa
culture. The museum is housed in a 1900 villa, and it showcases a vast collection of paintings
and sculptures bestowed on the city by Jean Faure, a refined art collector from the first half of
the 20th century. Grand masters of the Impressionist movement are displayed alongside the
second most important Rodin collection in France. Visitors with a passion for literary history
will appreciate the reconstitution of the room the poet Lamartine, a famous guest in the city of
waters, occupied in the Perrier pension.
THE CASINO

Visit the Grand Cercle Casino, and you’ll enter an exceptionally beautiful interior, under
the majestic ceilings created by the celebrated Venetian mosaic artist Salviati. You’ll find slot
machines, French roulette, English roulette, Blackjack, Stud Poker, and Texas Hold’em…
chambéry
The city is nicknamed the “City of Dukes" because it was acquired by the House of Savoy in
1232 and became the political capital of the Counts of Savoy in 1295 when the Château was
purchased, and then when the resident Council was established there, until its transfer to
Turin in 1562. Nevertheless, Chambéry remained the historic capital of the States of Savoy.
The Counts, and then Dukes of Savoy, who became the Kings of Sardinia in 1718, exercised
a certain influence in Europe, particularly in creating a veritable laboratory of “enlightened
absolutism”. From 1792 to 1815 and since 1860, the city has been part of France.
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Chambéry is a city of waters since its historic centre – few people know this – is built on…
pilings! And even if the lakes are not in immediate proximity to the city, there are lots of
fountains to refresh the town. The Fountain of the Elephants is a symbol of the city, and
it commemorates the memory of General de Boigne, benefactor of Chambéry. Above the
city, the Charmettes garden is perfect for wooing lovers. Jean-Jacques Rousseau spent
his summers here with his sweet “maman”, Françoise-Louise de Warens. Laid out in the
style of the 17th century, the park is a marvelous testament to the philosopher’s passion for
botanicals. The poet Lamartine, who married in Chambéry, sang the praises of this garden
for its serenity, “inundated with the perfumes of the sun”.
A BIT FURTHER AFIELD...
In Annecy, it’s not just the lake and the landscapes to draw one in! The old city, nicknamed
the little Venice of the Alps, offers superb architecture. Even if you are short on time, you
simply must visit the Palais de l’Isle, the museum-château, and the arcade streets.
There are lots of hidden treasures in the Mont-Blanc region. They are simply waiting for you
to discover them. From Chambéry, you can take a plane or a helicopter to discover legendary
Mont Blanc, culminating at a height of more than 4'800 metres.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION AND RATES
Location: the château is located in Bourdeau en Savoie, on the rugged coast of Lake
Bourget, 50 minutes from Geneva, 15 minutes from Aix-les-Bains and Chambéry.
It offers views of Lake Bourget, the Chat, Revard, Belledonne, and Chartreuse mountains.
Chambéry-Savoie airport is 7 km away.
• 7 guest rooms from 30 to 60 m² including one that is accessible to guests with reduced
mobility, and two adjoining rooms (parents/children). Guest rooms with lake views
and shower en suite (except the Klimt room, which has a jacuzzi bathtub), separate wc
and air conditioning.
•R
 ates from €130 to €250 per night for 2 persons, in low season; €180 to €350 in high
season; breakfast: €17 (adults) and €8.50 (children).
Le Chat qui Nage restaurant:
• 1 dining room + 1 terrace + 1 private breakfast room: settings for 30.
• Menu prices: €39 / €54 / €69 / €79
• Number of dishes à la carte: 3 starters, 3 fish dishes, 3 meat dishes, cheese plate and 3
desserts, depending on the market.
• Children’s menu
Personnel: 6 staff members, including 3 in the kitchen, and 3 in the dining room/hotel.
Wine cellar: 100 different wines, 2004 to 2016 vintages. Bottle prices range between €25
and €300. Food-wine pairings: wine by the glass suggestions for each course. Beer menu.
Dates of operation: open all year except October 16 through October 31, 2017.
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