IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF QUEEN VICTORIA

GOURMET RESTAURANT - HOTEL

Queen Victoria visited the region surrounding the lake, in particular Aix-les-Bains,
on three different occasions. She traveled with great discretion under the title of the
Countess of Balmoral. She visited the owners of the Château de Bourdeau several times and
in her private diaries she described the atmosphere and the ambiance of the surroundings,
leaving behind a signed, dedicated photograph and a letter of thanks to her hosts.

In the land of french romanticism

paradise for lovers

“Terraces, with a superb view. We took an old staircase down to the ancient terrace garden, which hangs over the lake.
The lake was just so beautiful and so calm. The reflection of the mountains was so intense
that it practically seemed like they extended into the lake itself.”
Queen Victoria

The château is located in the community
of Bourdeau in Savoie on the rugged coast
of Lake Bourget. Ideally located 50 mn
from Geneva, 15 mn from Aix-les-Bains
and Chambéry (with TGV access) and 10
mn from the Aix/Chambéry airport, the
property has enjoyed a long history dating
back to the 11th century. Romantic writers
such as Lamartine and George Sand were
both captivated by this place.

A LONG HISTORY
The château was built in the 11th century on the ruins of a Roman castrum.
According to the writer Albanis de Beaumont, it is one of the oldest of Savoy.
Owned by the Seyssel family from 1263, it was bequeathed to the Jesuits of
Chambéry in 1671, who quickly ceded it to Claude Antoine Sallier de la Tour
de Cordon, first President of the Court of Accounts. His descendents maintained
ownership until the Revolution. The property was damaged, so it was sold as a
property of the state.
After the first reconstruction work conducted in 1810 by the lawyer and writer
Antoine Métral from Chambéry, the château owes its definitive restoration to
Joseph Girod and Pellegrini, architect of the Thermal Spas, the Grand Cercle
Casino and several hotels in Aix-les-Bains in the 1850s and 1860s. In the 1870s,
it was acquired by the Gigot de Villefaignes, a family who emigrated from Russia,
several of whom were jewelers to the Tsar.
This château is famous in literature: Montaigne described an arms manufacturer
here on his way back from Italy in the 16th century. Honoré de Balzac also stayed in
Aix-les-Bains and provided readers with a romantic and very detailed description
of Lake Bourget in his novel, La Peau de Chagrin (The Magic Skin), in 1831.
Meanwhile, George Sand chose the lake as the setting for her novel Mademoiselle
la Quintinie and she renamed it Lake Turdy in 1861. At the end of the 19th century,
Queen Victoria visited the owners several times. In her personal diary, she
described, “Terraces, with a superb view. We took an old staircase down to the
ancient terrace garden, which hangs over the lake. The lake was just so beautiful and
so calm. The reflection of the mountains was so intense that it practically seemed
like they extended into the lake itself.”
IN THE FOOTSEPS OF LAMARTINE
Alphonse de Lamartine is the historic figure who impressed his talent and his
destiny over the whole region of the lake, giving it the uncontested title of capital of
the French Romantic movement.
In 1816, while he was staying in Aix-les-Bains, the poet met Julie Charles. The
beach at Bourdeau and the natural grotto that hangs over it are ideal spots for a
romantic tryst, and such was the case for the couple until Julie’s death in December,
1817. The poet was profoundly moved by this tragic loss which inspired, in part, the
collection Poetic Meditations (1820). Taking inspiration from the natural sensibility
emanating from the lake and its surroundings, he also penned his most beautiful
poems (including the Lake in 1820) and his novel Raphaël (1849).

One of the places he loved to wander around was the grotto in Bourdeau. Heading
toward the cove and the little port, take the little path and go down the steps.
It will lead you to a small pebble beach, and it is here that you’ll find the grotto.
Lamartine let his gaze wander freely and his imagine take flight toward the waves
lapping Lake Bourget.
2016 : YEAR OF RENEWAL
In a tougher and tougher world, this château has come to represent a harbour of
peace, a refuge for body and soul. Because of its location, it bathes in a pool of
romanticism, so it is a perfect backdrop for visitors seeking a sense of meaning to
life. Each of the seven guest rooms has been conceived to invite you to undertake a
special voyage. They are all designed, furnished, and laid out to tell a story.
The château is also open for business events (for seminars, conferences, etc.) and
to serve as a cultural space (exhibitions). The hotel has wifi access and a space
dedicated to video conferencing. The rooms are not furnished with a television
set because a special room is devoted to TV viewing. In the library, you’ll find a
unique collection of 47 photographic portraits of our most famous actors in their
theatre dressing rooms, with their handwritten definition to address the question,
“what does a theatre dressing room mean to you?” In the grand salon, you can also
admire a very rare drawing by Lamartine, representing the Abbey of Hautecombe
as well as a painting by J. Poignant from the early 20th century, depicting the château.
A terrace offers full southern exposure, open to the lake and to the surrounding
mountains, perfect for contemplation of the landscape, for reading, or for quiet
meditation. It is also a lovely place to enjoy breakfast and lunch.
Around the château, a small vineyard has taken root, featuring some of the
emblematic vintages of the Combe de Savoie, to be crafted into delicious
Champagne-style wines. They’ll be available on the wine menu under the
appellation “Les amants du Lac” (Lovers of the Lake).
A wine cellar is available for wine tasting and discovery of the best wines, mainly
from the Alpine arc. In the middle of the cellar, there is an immense wood-burning
fireplace that communicates on either side with the restaurant and breakfast rooms.
Also, special theme days and themed getaways are organised for château guests,
including lake discovery tours, flora and fauna tours, film previews, cooking lessons,
fashion shows, naturotherapy and wellness workshops (relaxation, meditation),
vineyard tours (by electric bicycle or period automobile), picnics by the lake,
Mont Blanc discovery by helicopter or plane…There are so many activities loaded
with amazing sensations, perfect to inspire guests looking to return to what is most
important in life.

Guest rooms

ITHAQUE ROOM
Suite 1 (60 m², accessible to guests with reduced mobility)
This is the only room in the château on the ground floor, and it features both a bedroom
and a sitting room. It is designed to be reminiscent of a fisherman’s cabin and creates an
ambiance perfect for a return to what is most important in life, here on the shores of the
lake. A stay in the Ithaca is the perfect choice for a unique getaway.
TRAPPEUR ROOM
Guest room 1 (32 m²)
This room offers visitors the wonderful chance to enjoy unparalleled proximity to the
largest natural lake in France and get back to their ancestral roots. With a view out over
the lake from both the mountain-style bed and the shower, you’ll admire the fauna
(including beavers, birds, etc.) along the rugged shoreline.
BELLE ÉPOQUE ROOM
Guest room 2 (30 m²)
This room recreates the heady joys and sophistication of the Belle-Époque, when
Aix-les-Bains was one of the period’s most coveted destinations. The charming bathtubs
and beach cabins add to a nostalgic longing for times past that would be wonderful to
relive today.
LAMARTINE ROOM
Guest room 3 (47 m²)
Overlooking Lamartine grotto where the poet met and fell in love with his Julie, this
guest room is a perfect romantic refuge where love reigns supreme. In this room, you’ll
find pieces of the letters exchanged by the two lovers. The view of the lake is a call to
poetic meditation.
PRINCES ET PRINCESSES ROOM
Adjoining rooms 4 (29 m²) and 5 (35 m²)
In most hotels, the needs of children don’t ever come to mind. Here, children are welcome
to the party! And parents too! For the kids, prince and princess beds lie inside a castle
protected by dragons. Parents are in for a treat too, with Tarzan and Jane keeping them
company for a night in the jungle room.
LA TRAVERSE ROOM
Guest room 6 (55 m²)
With two windows looking out over the largest natural lake in France, how can one
help but dream of taking off on a boat to cross the lake and explore what lies beyond?
Traverse, the famous lake wind, will start you off on a journey beyond your imagination.
Drop your suitcases, open the windows wide, and your adventure begins!
KLIMT ROOM
Guest room 7 (48 m² with south-facing balcony)
This is the bridal suite, where Klimt’s artwork casts an amourous gaze, inviting guests to
experience love and passion. From the balcony looking out over the Belledonne range
and the Chartreuse mountains, the jacuzzi for two, not to mention the romantic, round
bed, this room is the perfect haven to ignite (or reignite) your passion. The romantic
whispers of the lake will be the perfect serenade.

The gourmet restaurant

LE CHAT QUI NAGE
(THE SWIMMING CAT)
A mountain towers right behind the château, and its summit tops off at almost
1,400m in height. This is the Cat’s Tooth. A source of numerous legends, the
mischievous and fanciful feline has lent its name to our gourmet restaurant
and a new soul to the cuisine created here by Chef Siôn Evans.
He is a Welshman with great curiosity for the mysteries of life. Immersing
himself in the various countries he has wandered through, living according
to the rhythms of their denizens, he is especially passionate for local produce
and specialties. An adept of the slow food approach, Siôn Evans believes in
thinking about food differently, in seeking out the spirit, or the “soul” of the
products and employing pure and simple cooking techniques.
In this new restaurant, influences and techniques are varied ( Japanese,
Italian, vegetarian, smoking), but always with a common denominator:
pleasure and respect for local ingredients. Of course, fish caught in the
lake are featured on the menu, but there are also meats, not to mention the
vegetables and aromatic herbs from the house vegetable garden. Take note:
we feature vegetarian and vegan menus and prominent gluten free choices
and preparations.
Whether for lunch (weekends only) or dinner (every evening except
Mondays and Tuesdays), Delphine and Siôn Evans welcome you to enjoy a
moment of pure delight, where spiritual and culinary delights combine for a
magical moment facing the lake.

“Nowhere else will you find a more beautiful harmony between
the water, the sky, the mountains, and the land”
Honoré de Balzac
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Tel: +33 (0)4 79 62 12 83
www.chateau-bourdeau.fr
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